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1844.] Foreign Intelligence. 187 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE WAR-SPIRIT.— No. 2. 

" If there be," once said the Hon. J. F. H. Claiborne, one of our rulers, 
" if there be in our Government one spark of that glorious flame which 
lit up the American Revolution, and without which we .are unworthy of 
freedom, it will no longer submit to the occupancy of our territory, the 
seizure of our slaves, the conflagration of our vessels, and the murder and 
imprisonment of our citizens. If we strike at all, we should strike the first 
blow, and seize on Vera Cruz, even if it be protected by the blood-red banner 
of England, stamped with the death's head and cross-bones of abolitionism." 

Reflect on three things in this brief but malignant effusion . 1 . It may 
well be doubted whether we were not ourselves in the wrong on every one 
of the points here alluded to ; but, right or wrong, we claimed to be judges 
in our own case ! 2. We should, it seems, "strike the first blow, and seize" 
a place guarded against our assaults ; all by way, forsooth, of self-defence ! ! 
Such is the doctrine of self-defence carried into practice ; a principle broad 
enough to cover any war ever waged. 3. Mark the identity of war in its 
spirit with slavery. " The death's head and cross-bones of abolitionism." 
Such is war, the parent of slavery, and the patron of all other crimes. 

A Soldier's Preparation for Heaven. — " Comrades," said a Spanish 
officer mortally wounded, " I implore you to stand by these guns till death. 
I am going to heaven!" His preparation for heaven was his patriotic 
butchery of the French; and many a French soldier was expecting the same 
reward for his butchery of the Spaniards ! As well might the drunkard, 
while reeling into a drunkard's eternity, say to his companions, 'Here, finish 
these bottles ; I can drink no more — / am going to heaven !' 

Another Specimen or the War-Spirit. — When the enemy, just before 
the battle of Barossa in Spain, appeared in sight, Gen. Graham, riding up 
in front of his troops, and waving his hat, exclaimed, "Now, my lads, there 
they are ! Spare your powder, but give them steel enough ! " To this the 
soldiers responded in three cheers, and went fiercely to the charge. 

This circumstance the biographer of Wellington recounts with great zest 
as a brilliant affair. The spirit of that address is the very best spirit of war; 
a spirit which pants to give our enemies enough of steel or lead ; a spirit 
which breathes vengeance, and exults in the successful butchery of our 
brethren. Such a spirit is in fact inseparable from war ; but I need not ask 
if such is the spirit of the gospel. 



FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 

We have already alluded to the cheering intelligence from England in the 
last number of the Herald of Peace. The Committee of the London Society 
say, that " the late Convention has had the effect of awakening attention to 
the pacific character of Christianity to an extent unknown before, and has 
prepared the way for a more enlightened and general consideration of the 
Society's principles and objects. More strenuous efforts on our part are 
imperatively called for, both by the existing state of public feeling, and by 
the resolutions adopted at the Convention, and left to this Committee to be 
carried into full effect. The Committee are deeply impressed with the im- 
portance of improving to the utmost the facilities for action which are thus 
placed in their power. They are anxious that meetings should be more 
frequently held, lectures more extensively delivered, tracts more widely 
circulated, and practical organization for the promotion of their cherished 
object rendered far more general. For these efforts, London alone presents 
a wide, and almost uncultivated field ; whilst all classes of the community 
in the provinces need to be acted upon , by a well chosen and suitable agency; 
and the employment of the periodical press in the cause of peace might be 
greatly extended. The Committee have made a beginning in London, by 



